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American Copper Hive Top Care 

 
Copper is a natural element known and used in civilizations over 10,000 years ago. Its unique reddish-brown 
shine differentiates copper from other metals, making it a stand out in any apiary or garden. Beekeepers 
appreciate the beautiful craftsmanship as well as functionality. Each copper top has features emblematic of the 
beekeeper’s attention to detail: two screened ventilation holes. One hole in each end. Finely hand-sanded 
wooden corners, rosehead copper nails and pure copper undivided sheeting (not a copper clad version with 
separate sheets joined with wood at the peak commonly seen on the market). The natural thermal conductivity 
of copper makes this top an excellent choice in cooler climates. 
 
Cleaning Options: 
 
Now that you have made the investment in your beautiful hive top, it is important to know how to care for it! 
The copper can be left to naturally oxidize to an interesting green hue. You can also keep your hive top 
cleaned and polished for that striking copper color. To do this the copper can be cleaned as needed with a 
commercial or natural cleaner. Protective coatings can be applied annually to retain the natural shine of the 
copper. 
 
The most commonly used natural cleaners are lemon and salt. Cut a lemon in half and dip it into the salt. Use 
this to scrub the cooper. The acid of the lemon helps loosen any tarnishes and the grit of the salt works to 
scrub away the tarnish. Remove the lemon juice and salt with a damp rag. You can then use a copper polish to 
bring out the shine. Any lingering stains should come off with the polish. Make sure to dry the top thoroughly.  
 
Another natural cleaning option is a mixture of lemon juice, white vinegar and salt. Mix 3 cups of lemon juice, 1 
cup of vinegar and 1 cup of salt in a large bowl or bucket. Mix thoroughly until salt has dissolved. Use an old 
towel to apply cleaner and wipe from roof peak downward. Use a firm natural bristle brush to scour the surface. 
Remove cleaner using damp cloth and LOTS of water. The water running down the roof will help remove more 
tarnish. Allow copper to dry thoroughly. Once dry, buff the roof with a clean cloth to bring out the shine. 
 
There are also several commercial/chemical cleaners available for copper. Many of these commercial cleaners 
require a lengthy drying period which could be limiting if this is the only cover for your hive. These cleaners are 
available at local hardware stores and often grocery stores.  
 
Preserving That Shine! 
 
Once your hive top is clean and dry, there are several products that can be applied to preserve the shine. 
Some copper suppliers recommend a clear lacquer or polyurethane coating to keep the original copper shine. 
Butcher’s Wax is also an excellent option for maintaining natural color. Leave the copper bare if you prefer the 
natural patina that occurs during oxidizing. 
     
Note: Copper will spot from fingers or water. 
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