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Cold Uncapping Knife Instructions 
 

Congratulations on your purchase of a cold uncapping knife. This knife is designed specifically for cutting the 
wax cappings from a frame of honey and is great for the hobbyist beekeeper. By using a cold uncapping knife, 
you do not compromise the purity of your honey by exposing it to heat. Please contact Betterbee at 800-632-
3379 if you have any questions. 
 
Recommended Components For Uncapping: 

• Uncapping Knife  
• Uncapping Fork 
• Uncapping Tank or Honey Pail with Bee Smart Uncapper 
• Bucket or Pan of Hot Water 
• Paper Towels or  Rags for Cleanup  

 
Uncapping Instructions: 
 

1. The cold uncapping knife can be used cold or by warming it up with hot water. We recommend having a 
bucket of hot water conveniently placed to clean the knife even if you are using it cold. If you prefer to 
warm to knife up, place it in hot water for a few minutes prior to use. You will need to routinely warm up 
the knife as it cools.  
 
Hint: We like using two cold uncapping knives during uncapping. Leave one in the hot water and switch 
it out when the other cools. This makes cleaning off the excess wax and honey much easier too!   
 

2. Before extracting honey, you must uncap the frames. Do this by placing the frame on end in the 
uncapping tank or on the Bee Smart Uncapper over a honey pail. Slide the uncapping knife under the 
wax starting at the top of the frame and using a sawing motion work your way down. The goal is to cut 
the wax capping off while leaving as much of the comb intact as possible. Leave the wax cappings in 
the tank or pail below.  
 

3. As you uncap you will notice that some cells are not drawn out as far as others and remain capped. 
Use an Uncapping fork with an upward picking motion to remove the cappings from these cells. 

 
4. Once you have uncapped one side of the frame, flip it and uncap the other side. Place the uncapped 

frame in the extractor or rest it in your uncapping tank. When the extractor is full, you’re ready to 
extract. Please see your extractor directions for proper use. 
 

Caution: Please use caution when operating the uncapping knife. It is very sharp and can cause injury. Not 
safe for use by children.  
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