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Boardman Feeder Use 

 
Boardman feeders are a quick and easy feeder that can be used in several ways. The feed level on 
these feeders is visible when used as an entrance feeder, allowing you to monitor and add feed 
without opening the hive. They can be used on both Beemax and Wooden hives. We recommend 
using them during warmer weather, generally late spring, summer and early fall. The perforated cap 
fits a standard Mason jar (not included). 
 
Components Included: 
 

• Boardman Feeder Base 
• Perforated Metal Cap 

 
Hint: Order an additional cap and for quick and easy change outs when the feeder is empty. 
 
Sugar Syrup: 
 
Sugar syrup is fed in the Spring and in the Fall. We recommend using a 1:1 sugar to water ratio for 
the Spring and a 2:1 sugar to water ratio in the Fall.  
 
Hint: For the 2:1 sugar syrup, heat the water on the stove and dissolve the sugar. This is much faster 
than hand mixing! 
 
Boardman Feeder Setup: 
     
After mixing and allowing your sugar syrup to cool, fill the Mason jar completely to the top. Screw the 
perforated cap tightly onto the Mason jar. Slowly rotate the jar so it is upside down. Once the jar is 
upside down, place it in the plastic Boardman feeder base. Make sure you have no leaking and place 
on the hive. 
 
Use on the Hive: 
 

1. Entrance Feeder: The most popular use for these feeders is at the entrance of the hive. 
Simply slide the plastic base into the entrance of the hive. It is important to make sure the 
feeder is level to reduce leakage. With the clear Mason jar on the outside of the hive, 
monitoring your feed level can be done easily without disturbing your bees. 

 
2. Inside the Hive: Boardman feeders can also be used inside the hive. They are placed in the 

hive the same way you would use a pail feeder. Remove your outer cover and place a medium 
super with no frames directly on top of the inner cover. Place the Boardman feeder on or near 
the center hole of the inner cover and replace the outer cover. This method keeps the syrup a 
little warmer and reduces the risk of robbing.  
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