
Electric Fencing 
Tips

Betterbee’s

Grounding is key to an electric fence working 
properly. In dry soil you may need 2 or 3 

ground rods. The energy must travel out the 
animal’s feet, through the soil, and then into 

the energizer’s ground terminal. This completes 
the circuit and the animal is shocked. When 

shocked, the animal  is trained to respect the 
fencing. Start with one ground rod if you have 
wet, compact soil.  If you add more, plan to get 

wire to connect the ground rods.  

NEW 

Heavy Duty Hive Strap
We have found the NRS 1” HD Tie-Down Strap makes great 
beehive strap for securing the cover against wind, for moving a 
hive, and helping to keep a hive together if tipped over. A 12 ft 
long strap will hold together a hive consisting of up to two deeps 
plus three medium supers. 

The 1” wide polypropylene webbing has a tensile strength of 
1,500 pounds. The webbing is soaked in a proprietary UV 
protectant for long life in the sunny outdoors. There is no ratchet 
mechanism to fight with; just a simple cam lock that is easy to 
feed, tighten, and release. 

STRAP12 Heavy Duty Hive Strap 

From the Betterbee Apiary:
•	 When installing your fence, leave enough room to work                                          

between your hives and the fencing.
•	 Install your ground rod and energizer close to the fence netting                                  

when possible. This makes it quick and easy to attach the leads from                          
your energizer to the ground rod and the netting.

•	 We use  deep cycle marine batteries for our fences. If you keep your fence clear of 
weeds they will continue to charge the fence for 6 to 8 weeks.   These batteries are not 
inexpensive, but they are made to discharge more completely and then be recharged .                       

•	 Overlap the fence netting if it’s a little longer than needed.
•	 When using the Electric Netting we usually do not use a gate. The netting is flexible  

enough to step over. If we need to move equipment we back the truck up to the 
netting and work from the inside of the fence. DON’T forget to turn off the fence.

•	 Yard care. Be careful when mowing and weed whacking around the fence netting. 
We pull up a side at a time and mow where the fence is located. You can easily move 
the fence back into position when you are done.

All the chargers we sell will deter bears.  Fence chargers are rated by joules, which is the 
amount of energy released into the fence with each pulse (each shock) of the fencer.  If there 
is excess vegetation touching the fence, the voltage will not be high enough to deter animals 

and your batteries will not last as long. The best (and least painful) way to test a fence is to 
use a voltage tester.  We like to have at least 4,000 volts in all areas of our fences.


